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Conference Introduction 
 

The history of B.C. forests extends far beyond that of harvestable natural resource or dynamic natural 
environment. The history of our forests encompasses the history of our communities, our social networks, 
our culture, our livelihoods, and even our individual and familial identities.  
 
The Exploring our Roots: Forest History in our Communities Conference intends to explore this dynamic 
relationship between our forests and its people through presentations, exhibitions and open discussion. 
Invited speakers will present a number of diverse topics, each imbued within the history of our forests and 
its communities. 
 

 

For more information please contact 
 

Melanie Karjala 
Aleza Lake Research  

Forest Society 
T: 250-960-6338 

E: karjal0@unbc.ca 
 

Erica Hernández 
Northern BC Archives 
& Special Collections 

T: 250-960-6602 
E: hernande@unbc.ca  
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Conference Overview 
 
Thursday, September 17, 2009  
Tour of the Upper Fraser Valley & the Aleza Lake Research Forest (ALRF) 
Spend the day discovering the One Hundred Year History of the Upper Fraser on a highly informative 
tour led by Mike Jull, M.F., R.P.F., Manager of the ALRF; and Dr. Greg Halseth, Professor of Geography 
at the University of Northern British Columbia. This tour will take participants along the famous “East 
Line” between Willow River and Hansard. This area embodies the interconnected evolution of forestry, 
research, transportation systems, communities and land uses in the Prince George region. Participants will 
interact with special guests who will share their stories and experiences in the area. Partial funding for this 
event was made possible through the generous support of Integris Credit Union.  

Space is limited so register early for this popular event!! 
 

Transportation, Tour & Lunch: $10 
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2009 
Time: 9:00am – 4:00pm 
Location: First Pickup 8:30am: CN Centre parking lot by the CN Centre sign; 
Last Pickup 8:45am: Veterans Cenotaph at Prince George City Hall  
[See attached maps] 

 
 

Friday, September 18, 2009 
I) AGM, Lunch & Guided Tour of the Prince George Railway and Forestry 

Museum Friday begins with the AGM of the Forest History Association of B.C. followed by a catered 
lunch and a highly informative tour of the Prince George Railway and Forestry Museum. A visit to the 
Museum will include an introduction to more than 60 artifact items of rolling stock, 9 historical buildings 
and smaller artifacts. Please note the AGM is a FREE event – cost is for lunch & tour only. 

 
Buffet Lunch & Tour: $15  
Date: Friday, September 18, 2009 
Time: 9:30am – 12:30pm 
Location: Prince George Railway and Forestry Museum 
[850 River Rd.–see attached map] 

 

 

II) Conference Workshop: “How to Conduct an Oral History Interview”  

This dynamic and highly informative workshop will be lead by Dr. Theresa Healy, Regional Manager 
for Healthy Community Development with Northern Health. She also holds an adjunct 
appointment at UNBC’s School of Environmental Planning and with the Gender Studies 
Program. She is also a founding member of the Prince George Oral History Group. Funding for 
this event was made possible through the generous support of Prince George Oral History Group.  

Space is limited so register early for this popular event!! 
 

Workshop: FREE 
Date: Friday, September 18, 2009 
Time: 1:30 – 4:30pm 
Location: Geoffrey R. Weller Library, University of Northern British Columbia  
[3333 University Way–see attached map] 

 



Exploring Our Roots: Forest History in Our Communities 
Annual Conference of the Forest History Association of B.C. 

September 17-19, 2009, Prince George, B.C. 

 

 
Friday, September 18, 2009 cont’d 
III) Conference Banquet 
Join fellow delegates in attending the 2009 FHABC Conference Banquet. This evening’s events include a 
delicious banquet followed by a Keynote Presentation by Mr. Harry Gairns, former President & Manager 
of Industrial Forestry Service Ltd. (1969-1992), and an exclusive showing of “The Eagle Lake Sawmill” 
(Wally West Productions, 1963). This silent film depicts the entire process of sawmill operations at Eagle 
Lake from harvesting trees to finished lumber products. A narrator will be on hand to provide context to 
this highly informative film. 

 
Buffet Dinner (cash bar): $44  
Date: Friday, September 18, 2009 
Time: 6:30 – 9:30pm 
Location: Bentley Centre (Rm 7-172), University of Northern British Columbia  
[3333 University Way–see attached map] 
 

 
Saturday September 19, 2009 

Forest History Association of B.C.  Main Conference Sessions at the University 

of Northern British Columbia The Exploring our Roots: Forest History in our Communities 
Conference sessions intend to explore the dynamic relationship between our forests and its people through 
presentations, exhibitions and open discussion. Sessions will begin with a keynote address by former 
Deputy Minister of Forests, Mike Apsey. Invited speakers will present a number of diverse topics, each 
imbued within the history of our forests and its communities. Delegates will also be introduced to many 
of the various heritage organizations established within the Central and Northern Interior through a 
concurrent “Heritage Fair”. Space is limited so register early!! 

 
Conference Sessions, Coffee & Buffet Lunch: $50.00-$80  
(See registration form for breakdown of conference fees) 
Date: Saturday, September 19, 2009 
Time: 9:00am – 4:00pm 
Location: Lecture Theatre 7-158, University of Northern British Columbia  
[3333 University Way–see attached map] 

 

 
 

THANKS TO OUR CONFERENCE SPONSORS: 
 

  

       PRINCE GEORGE ORAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

 
Northern BC Archives & Special Collections, UNBC Bookstore 
Geoffrey R. Weller Library   

  
Nouvelle initiative canadienne en histoire de l’environnement NiCHE  

 
Network in Canadian History and Environment 
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Saturday Sessions at a Glance 
 

8:00 – 9:00 am   
Delegate registration 
Location: UNBC, Bentley Centre 

 
9:00 – 9:30 am   

Traditional Welcome to Lheidli T’enneh Territory; Keynote Address by Dr. Mike Apsey 
Location: UNBC, Lecture Theatre 7-158 

 
9:30-9:45 am   

Refreshments Break 
Location: UNBC, Bentley Centre  
Sponsored by the Network in Canadian History and Environment (NiCHE) – Forest History Group 

 
9:45 – 11:00 am  

1) Looking to the Past to Inform the Future? Forest History within a Contemporary Context 
Location: UNBC, Lecture Theatre 7-158 
 
Panel Discussion 
Four distinguished panelists, each experts within their own fields, will speak to this question of the 
significance of forest history and how a knowledge of this historical precedent can lead to a comprehensive 
understanding of the state of forestry today. 
 
Moderator: Dr. Mike Apsey 
Speakers:  
• Dr. Greg Halseth, UNBC, Geography Program 

• Dr. Darwyn Coxson, UNBC, Ecosystem Science and Management Program 

• Mr. Horst Sander, retired President & CEO, Northwood Pulp & Timber, Ltd. 
• TBD 

 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm  

2) “Partnering for Sustainable Resource Management”: the Tl’azt’en Nation – UNBC 
Community University Research Alliance Project (CURA) 
Location: UNBC, Lecture Theatre 7-158 
 
Traditional Session 
Researchers with the Tl’azt’en Nation - UNBC CURA project speak from their unique and valuable 
perspectives on how their project’s four fundamental research streams (Improved Partnership, Ecotourism, 
First Nations Traditional Ecological Knowledge, and Science and Environmental Education) provide a 
means of partnering a community’s traditional relationships with its forests, with current academic 
discourse and professional practice towards a future objective of culturally and ecologically sustainable 
natural resource management.  
 
Moderator: TBD 
Speakers: 
• Dr. Pamela Wright, UNBC, Outdoor Recreation & Tourism Management Program  / Principal 

Investigator for “Partnering for Sustainable Resource Management” 

• TBD 
• TBD 

 
 
12:00 – 1:20 pm  

Buffet Lunch & Heritage Booth Tour 
Location: UNBC, Bentley Centre  
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1:20 – 2:00 pm    

3) Forestry History in Our Communities: Robson Valley & Prince George  
Location: UNBC, Lecture Theatre 7-158 

 
Traditional Session 
Author, Marilyn Wheeler discusses how forestry has shaped the social, economic and cultural landscape of 
British Columbia’s Robson Valley region; while author Valerie Giles speaks to this impact on the Prince 
George region.  
 
Moderator: Melanie Karjala, Aleza Lake Research Forest Society 
Speakers: 
• Marilyn Wheeler, McBride historian, researcher and author: “The Robson Valley Story: A Century 

of Dreams” (2008) 
• Dr. Valerie Giles, Prince George historian, researcher and author: “Celebrating Prince George: 

Past, Present and Future” (2000) & primary researcher for “I Remember…Forestry in the Fifties” 
exhibit at the Central B.C. Railway & Forest Industry Museum (2008-09) 

 
 
2:00 – 3:00 pm 

4) Exploring Our Roots: Forest History Research Methodology  
Location: UNBC, Lecture Theatre 7-158 
 
Traditional Session 
This is a traditional panel composed of three speakers who will each discuss their research projects, past 
and present, and how the incorporation of forest history research methodologies influenced their findings.    
 

Moderator: Dr. Ted Binnema, UNBC History Program  
Speakers: 
• Dr. Tracey Summerville, UNBC, Political Science Program / UNBC, Upper Fraser Historical 

Geography Project 
• Mike Jull, M.F., R.P.F., Manager, Aleza Lake Research Forest Society 
• Barb Coupé, R.P.F. and M.A. Student at UNBC  

 
 
3:00 – 3:10 pm   

Refreshments Break 
Location: UNBC, Bentley Centre  
Sponsored, in part, by the Network in Canadian History and Environment (NiCHE) – Forest History Group  

 
 
3:10 – 4:00 pm  

5) From Exploration to Development: Bringing Forest History Forward 
Location: UNBC, Lecture Theatre 7-158 
 
Panel Session 
The speakers in this session will shed light on the opportunities available for professional, amateur, and 
even armchair forest historians to become connected and stay connected with other forest history 
enthusiasts.  
 
Moderator: Dr. Ted Binnema, UNBC History Program 
Speakers: 
• Stan Chester, President, Forest History Association of British Columbia 
• Emily Jane Davis, Coordinator, Forest History Group, Network in Canadian History and 

Environment (NiCHE) 
• Dr. Anne Marie Goodfellow, Network Manager, the History Education Network (THEN/HiER)  
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Annual Conference Registration Form 
 
Section One: Registrant Information 
 
Name: __________________________________ Institution: ________________________________ 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ Country: __________________ Postal Code:________________ 

Phone: ____________________ Fax: ______________________ Email: ____________________ 

 

Section Two: Main Conference Sessions Registration Fees  
(includes lunch & coffee - Saturday Sept. 19, 2009) 
 

Registration Type Fee Check Applicable 
Student Rate $50.00  

Early Bird Rate (for registration on or before Aug. 21, 2009) $75.00  

Regular Rate (Aug. 22 – Sept. 19, 2009) $80.00  
 

Section Three: Register for Tours and Additional Activities  
(Please identify the number of tickets needed for each activity) 
 

# Tours & Additional Activities Cost / Ticket Sub-Total 
 Upper Fraser Valley & Aleza Lake Research Forest - 

Tour & Lunch (Thursday, Sept. 17th , 2009 – space is limited) 
$10  

 AGM, Lunch & Tour of the Prince George Railway and 
Forestry Museum. Please note the cost is for lunch and tour 
only; AGM attendance is FREE (Friday, Sept. 18th , 2009) 

$15  

 Conference Workshop: “How to Conduct an Oral History 
Interview” presented by Dr. Theresa Healy at UNBC  
(Friday, Sept. 18th , 2009 – space is limited) 

FREE $0 

 Conference Banquet at the University of Northern British 
Columbia (Friday, Sept. 18th , 2009) 

$44  

 

Section Four: Payment & Options 
 

Registration & Ticket Fees 
conference registration fee payable $ 

tours & activities fees payable $ 

sub-total before tax $ 

5% GST $ 

total amount paid $ 
GST applies on all goods & services delivered in British Columbia. 

 
Mail completed registration form to the address below along with your Cheque or Money Order payable 

to the Aleza Lake Research Forest Society: 
 

Forest History Association of B.C. - 2009 Conference 
c/o Aleza Lake Research Forest Society 

3333 University Way  
Prince George, BC  V2N 4Z9 
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Welcome to Prince George! 
 

For thousands of years, First Nations have lived in the area around the meeting 

point of the Nechako River and BC's greatest river, the Fraser - a natural 

staging point for river trade and transportation by the Lheidli T'enneh people. 

Two miners from the Bahamas searching for gold were the first non-

aboriginals in the area and were led through the Giscome Portage by their 

Lheidli T'enneh guide where they quickly recognized the importance of the 

Giscome transportation corridor. Today Prince George is home to a 

multicultural mosaic that represents a broad mix of peoples from across the globe.   

Where is Prince George? 
Prince George is located 786 km (472 miles) north-east of Vancouver, BC and 789 km (474 miles) north-
west of Calgary, Alberta and 2,800 km (1,680) miles south-east of Anchorage, Alaska - almost at the 
geographic centre of the province. 

 

Our History 
The origins of the name "Prince George" can be traced to the North West 
Company's fur trading post of Fort George, founded by Simon Fraser in 1807. 
That post was named for King George III. When the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway required a name for its new townsite near Fort George, it wished to 
keep continuity with the fur post name but also to distinguish it from nearby 
rival townsites, South Fort George and Central Fort George. It decided upon 
Prince George to honour the Duke of Kent. The popularity of the name was 
confirmed by plebiscite during the first municipal elections in 1915. 

 

How Many People Live Here? 
The population of the City of Prince George is approximately 79,000.  

 

Our Weather 
Spring and fall can be unpredictable with an early or lingering winter.  

• Average July temperatures vary between 8°C and 22°C.  

• Average January temperatures vary between -7°C and -16.5°C.  
 

Prince George is a city of action! 
Whether you're getting together with friends for an intimate evening of theatre or letting it all hang out on 
the side of a mountain, you'll never be at a loss for something to do. Walk, run, bike, hike, ski, 
snowboard, snowshoe, skate, swim, rollerblade or simply hang a fishing rod off the back of your boat. 
You're always on the move in a city that has literally thousands and thousands of acres of wilderness as its 
own private backyard. 
 

And Prince George isn't just the hub of wilderness adventure in northern British Columbia. It is the 

cultural centre of the northern half of the province as well. So even when your body is sitting still, there 

are plenty of things to keep the mind active. Theatre, dance, art, music, history and education as well as 

good food and plenty of leisure activities are all integral to city's urban flavour. 
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Arts and Culture 
 
Prince George’s museums and galleries celebrate our pioneer past and cultural present. 
 
Virtually everything within a two hour radius of Prince George is drenched in a unique blend of 
aboriginal, pioneer and industrial history.  
 
The centrepiece of the local art scene is the Two Rivers Art Gallery, that regularly 
pairs exhibitions of nationally and internationally recognized artists with the work of 
local and regional painters and sculptors. An on-site gift shop also carries a diverse 
array of local art that you can carry away with you.  

Or take a trip down to the confluence of the Fraser and Nechako Rivers to the 

Railway & Forestry Museum, where the flavour of wood chips and coal-fired steel 

greets you as you step through the living pages of the industrial history of the area. 

An 8,000 square foot addition, extensive archives, rotating exhibits and plenty 

of hands-on activities makes The Exploration Place the place to be if you 

want to experience the past and dream about potential futures. 

 

A still-operational First Nations burial ground sits in the middle of the city's 

largest park. North of town is the Huble Homestead, a fully-restored turn-of-

the-century trading post on the banks of the Fraser River.  

Further afield, you can discover Fort St. James National Historic Park. And two hours southeast is the 

gold rush town of Barkerville, perhaps the most famous historical site in the Central Interior of British 

Columbia.     
Prince George – Yours to Explore!! 

    

     
 

 
 
 

For more information on Prince George and its many attractions visit 
Tourism Prince George at http://www.tourismpg.com/ 
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Local Accommodations Listing 
 

ATTENTION DELEGATESSSS!  

Please note: there is no official conference hotel, therefore the following listing has been provided 
to assist you in determining your individual accommodation requirements during this conference. 
 
 
ESTHER'S INN Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (3½ * Hotel)  
“Team” Rate: $74/night, Queen, double occupancy 
1151 Commercial Crescent Phone: 250-562-4131; Toll Free: 1-800-663-6844; www.esthersinn.com  

Two tropical indoor garden courtyards, hot tubs, steam sauna, indoor pool, seasonal waterslides. 
No pets allowed. Some RV parking available. 

 
ANCO MOTEL Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation 
Standard Rate: $79 – Queen, double occupancy (limited availability for Sept.) 
1630 E Central St., Phone: 250-563-3671; www.ancomotel.ca 

Convenient location featuring 62 rooms; kitchenettes, air-conditioned; complimentary in-room 
coffee; free local calls & free in-room wireless internet access; restaurant; seniors & corporate 
discount; weekly rates. Pets welcome: $10/night 

 
GRAMA'S INN Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (2½ * Motel) 
Standard Rate: $84/night – Queen, double occupancy 
901 West Central Street (Hwy 97 Bypass) Phone: 250-563-7174; Toll Free: 1-877-563-7174 
www.gramasinn.com 

Conveniently located to attractions; suites & kitchen units; home-cooked meals, guests are 
welcome to enjoy the amenities of our sister hotel Esther's Inn: indoor pool, Jacuzzis, sauna, 
seasonal waterslide. Pets welcome: $8/night. Some RV parking available. 

 
RAMADA HOTEL Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (3½ * Hotel) 
“Government” Rate: $94/night – Queen, double occupancy 
444 George Street Phone: 250-563-0055; Toll Free: 1-800-830-8833; www.ramadaprincegeorge.com 

The Ramada Hotel is a full service hotel located in the heart of downtown Prince George. Hotel 
amenities include a full service restaurant, room service, sports pub, pool, sauna, hot tub, business 
centre, covered parking and complimentary wireless Internet access. No pets allowed.  

 
BEST WESTERN CITY CENTRE Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation  
Standard Rate: $110/night – Queen, double occupancy 
910 Victoria St., Phone: 250-563-1267; www.bestwesternbc.com  

Located downtown, air-conditioned, suites, cable tv, indoor pool, sauna, fitness room, laundry, 
restaurant on site, next to Civic Center and leisure facilities, non-smoking available. Pets 
welcome: $25/night. Some RV parking available. 

 
SANDMAN INN & SUITES Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (3½* Hotel) 
Standard Rate: $124/night - Queen, double occupancy 
1650 Central Street (off Hwy 97) Phone: 250-563-8131; Toll Free: 1-800-SANDMAN 
www.sandmanhotels.com 

Convenient location, complementary in room coffee/tea indoor pool, sauna, 24 hour restaurant, 
room service, smoking available, small pets ok, extra charge applies.  
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FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (4* Hotel)  
Standard Rate: $140/night – Queen, double occupancy 
1790 Hwy 97 S Phone: 250-564-7100; Toll Free: 1-888-564-7105; www.fourpointsprincegeorge.com 

74 Luxurious rooms; jetted tub suites; fitness centre; hot tub; restaurant & lounge; non smoking 
facility; No pets allowed. 

 
TREASURE COVE HOTEL & CASINO Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (3½ * Hotel)  
Standard Rate: $159/night - Queen, double occupancy 
2005 Hwy 97 South Phone: 250-614-9111; Toll Free: 1-877-614-9111; www.treasurecovehotel.net 

Conveniently located at the crossing of Hwy 97 & 16; complimentary European continental 
breakfast buffet; high-speed internet; waterslide; pool; fitness centre; Jacuzzi; restaurants; casino; 
show lounge.  

 
COAST INN OF THE NORTH Tourism BC 2008 Approved Accommodation (4* Hotel) 
Standard Rate: $180 – Queen, double occupancy    
770 Brunswick St. Phone: 250-563-0121; Toll Free: 1-800-663-1144; www.coastinnofthenorth.com  

The Coast Inn of the North is a well appointed full service facility located in the heart of Prince 
George; three restaurants, pool, sauna, gym, lounge, corporate rates, non-smoking hotel. Pets 
welcome: $25/night. 
 

___________________________ 
 
 

RV Parks 
 
BEE LAZEE RV PARK & CAMPGROUND 
Full Hook-up: $20-$25 based on 2 people; extra person over 6yrs old - $2 
15910 Highway 97 South, Prince George, BC 
Tel/Fax: 250-963-7263; Toll Free: 866-963-7263; Email: info@beelazee.ca; http://www.beelazee.ca/  
 
 
SOUTHPARK RV PARK 
Full Hook-up: $32 based on 2 people 
 9180 Cariboo Highway (Highway 97 South) 
Tel: 250-963-7577; Reservations: 877-963-7275; Email: info@southparkrv.com; 
http://www.southparkrv.com/ 
 
 
SINTICH RV AND TRAILER PARK 
Full Hook-up: $32 based on 2 people 
817 Highway 97 South 
Phone/Fax 1-250-963-9862; info@sintichpark.bc.ca; http://www.sintichpark.bc.ca/ 
 
 


