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Nouvel écrivain français  
faire, il vous tient informé sur 

tout ce qui se fait en histoire 

environnementale (congrès, 

expositions, parutions de livres 

et dõarticles, etc.), et ce, pour 

lõensemble de la francophonie.  

* * * 

A student in history at the Uni-

versity of Montreal, Daniel be-

came interested in urban history 

Daniel Ferland U de M 

dferlan@uwo.ca 

 

(English to Follow) 

 

£tudiant en histoire ¨ lõUniversit® 

de Montr®al, il sõint®resse ¨ lõhis-

toire urbaine québécoise du 20e 

siècle. Son rôle, pour le présent 

site, est de veiller ¨ lõactualisation 

du contenu francophone. Pour ce 

Our New French 

Coordinator, Daniel 

Ferland  

of Quebec 20th century. His 

role with NiCHE will be to 

bring forth French language 

and Francophone-centric con-

tent related to Canadian envi-

ronmental history and histori-

cal geography.  

 

Alan MacEachern 

amaceach@uwo.ca 

 

 

This has become a summer of 

workshops for NiCHE ð we are 

supporting a number over the 
next few months.  From 27-29 

May, Anya Zilberstein of Con-

cordia U. is hosting òEdible 

Landscapes: Food, Agriculture, 

and Environmental History,ó the 

fifth annual Canadian History & 

Environment Summer School.  

This yearõs CHESS is in Mont-

real ð per usual, tucked just 

before the CHA ð and will in-

clude field trips to Kahnawake 

and throughout metro Mont-

real, plus a keynote talk by Har-

riet Ritvo. 

 

From 13-18 June, Irene 

Novaczek of UPEIõs Institute for 

Island Studies is hosting òTime 

and a Place: Environmental His-

tories, Environmental Futures, 

and Prince Edward Island.ó  

Filled with workshops, public 

lectures, and field trips through-

out PEI, this will be a week-long 

event to develop understanding 

of PEIõs environmental history 

and to explore the value of 

islands in crafting plans for sus-

tainability.  Public lectures are 

by Finis Dunaway, Donald Wor-

ster, Harriet Ritvo, Graeme 

Wynn, and Daniel Pauly. 

 

From 28 June ð 2 July, the 

European Society for Environ-

mental History is holding its first 

summer school, òEvents, Disas-

ters, Narratives, and Temporali-

ties in Environmental History,ó 

in Paris, France, and NiCHE is 
supporting Canadian participa-

tion. 

 

Looking down the road a 

little more, we are also support-

ing Canadian participation in the 

òBringing STS into Environ-

mental Historyó workshop in 

Norway in August and the 

òEnvironmental Histories of 

the Northó meeting in Sweden 

in October. 

 

NiCHE works to be about 

more than just websites and 

workshops ð we want to help 

environmental history and 

historical geography scholars 

dream up any number of inno-

vative, productive, and sustain-

able ways to mobilize and dis-

seminate the knowledge of our 

field ð but weõre about those, 

too.   

 

If you have ideas for things 

we should be doing, or better 
yet you want support to do 

things yourself, contact me 

anytime. 

A Summer of Schools and Workshops 

Get free updates from 

the NiCHE commu-

nity sent to your 

email box, RSS feed or 

Twitter account. 

     You can be the 

first to know about 

calls for papers, up-

coming workshops 

and events, podcast 

episodes and oppor-

tunities, without hav-

ing to visit the NiCHE 

website. See our web-

site for details 

Subscribe to 

NiCHE news 

http://niche-canada.org 
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Lordy, Lordy, Look Whoõs Forty. Forty sneaks up on 
you, trust me. One moment youõre an impassioned, fear-

less youth, the next youõre defining yourself by words like 

òexperiencedó. Youõve hit the exemplary stage of life. As 

far as I can tell, the trick is accepting the perks of middle 

age ð above all, the presumption of maturity ð while striv-

ing to retain the attributes of youth. Do not go gentle into 

that mid-afternoon. 

 

This April 22, Earth Day turns forty. It has evolved from a 

rather peripheral, presumably one-off event to an annual 

focal point for environmental consciousness, a fixed part 

of our calendar. And yet, in terms of that thoroughly 

modern metric, it registers far fewer Google hits than St. 

Patrickõs or Valentineõs Day. Much more importantly, the 

Foreword by Alan MacEachern 

What I Learned In School Today 

Photo Credit: Bruno Ciampi 

A research snapshot of five Canadian New Scholars, presented in their own words 

environmental awareness that it seeks to foster is still 

scarce, the environmental problems that it seeks to publi-

cize still abundant. The need for impassioned maturity is 

greater than ever. 

 

In honour of Earth Dayõs 40th birthday, NiCHE asked five 

young scholars working on some facet of nature and the 

Canadian past to talk about their research. What have you 

found, and what do you want people to learn? Does envi-

ronmental thinking inform your work? Why should Canadi-

ans concerned about the environment be looking backward 

as well as forward? Their answers speak to the interesting 

and important nature of Canadian environmental research 

today. 
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Living on the Edge 
Merle Massie  

I  grew up on the edge, the fringe. That isnõt a political 

statement, nor does it reference a social comment ð my 

Mom was a teacher, my Dad a farmer. It is a reference to a 

place: the forest fringe, the edge ecotone between the prai-

ries and the northern provincial boreal forest, north of the 

city of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  

It was a place where, as my Dad once said, you could 

make hay one day and go blueberry picking the next, clean 

the barn then drop the pitchfork and grab your fishing rod. 

òGoing to the lakeó was as easy as going to visit a neighbor, 

and happened almost as frequently. At the transition zone 

between farming and forest, living on the edge meant pull-

ing aspects from both into the local economy, society, and 

culture. 

My attachment to this edge place means that although I 

am Saskatchewan born, I am not from the prairies. My 

grandparents fled the prairie dust bowl and Depression in 

1934, moving their animals, implements, and household 

goods from Weyburn north to the forest fringe along with 

an estimated 45,000 other people during what was known 

as The Great Trek.  

They abandoned the plains wheat monoculture to em-

brace a mixed farming lifestyle in a place where they had 

hope, as well as trees, shelter, fuel, and water. I donõt mean 

to romanticize that move ð there were plenty of hardships 

at the forest edge ð but the rejection of the prairie shaped 

the identity of my family and our community. Most Canadi-

ans fail to recognize Saskatchewan as anything but flat and 

treeless, blue skies framing golden fields of wheat. That 

stereotype drives regional conceptualizations of Canada ð 

the prairies are flat, the Maritimes are wet, the North is 

cold. My work, which is a place history of the north Prince 

Albert area, suggests that historians must critically engage 

with the idea of regionalism to uncover and examine under-

lying stereotypes or assumptions. 

One casualty of the power of regional stereotypes is the 

concept of an ideal farm. A prairie wheat farm, specifically 

engaged in international market trade for profit has been 

presented as the apex of the farm endeavor. As a result, 

few historians have understood or analyzed the critical cul-

tural and social differences between prairie wheat farms 

and mixed farms common to parkland/forest fringe environ-

ments. The Great Trek and similar migrations show that ce-

real monoculture was quickly abandoned in times of environ-

mental or economic stress, when the edge environment of 

the forest fringe became a refuge.  

Edge farms ð with their shorter growing seasons, frost 

hazards, and soil conditions ð grew less wheat, less success-

fully, less often. However other crops, such as barley, oats, 

and alfalfa, thrived, as did most livestock. Farmers combined 

mixed farming with occupational pluralism, particularly non-

farm economic activity from the forest (cordwood cutting, 

fishing, hunting, commercial freighting) as a way of life.  

Yet the wheat ideal remained, and farms that required off-

farm income were classified as marginal. Recently, powerful 

arguments from the forest sector demand the return of mar-

ginal edge farmland to forest, citing carbon sequestration, 

forest regeneration, renewable energy resources and green 

capital. This has led to a re-evaluation of the edge, shifting the 

ideal away from agriculture. Local tourism promotion as the 

ôLakelandõ region further cements the cultural role of trees. 

But a concurrent growth in alternative bioenergy research 

and ethanol production has made farmland an even more 

critical part of our future. The debate seems to be: which do 

we need more? Forests, or farmland? The Great Trek mi-

grants would say: some of both, please. 

 

Merle Massie is a PhD candidate at the University of Saskatche-

wan. 
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