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This has become a summer of
workshops for NICHES we are
supporting a number over the
next few months. From 229
May, Anya Zilberstein of Con-
cordi a uU.
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Environment Summer School.
This yeards CHE
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clude field trips to Kahnawake
and throughout metro Mont-
real, plus a keynote talk by Har-
riet Ritvo.

From 1318 June, Irene
Novaczek of UPE
Il sl and Studi es

and a Place: Environmental His-
tories, Environmental Futures,
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Daniel Ferland U de M
dferlan@uwo.ca

(English to Follow)

hi s
il

£tudiant en
de Montr ®al ,

is h

Environment a

and Prince Edweernd all sHasdoy o
Filled with workshops, public Norway in August and the
lectures, and field trips through- 0 Envi r onment al
out PEI, thiswilbe awedbng t he Nort ho
event to develop understanding in October.

of PEI &6s environment al
and to explore the value of NiCHE works to be about
islands in crafting plans for sus- more than just websites and
tainability. Public lectures are workshopsd we want to help
bES I;in[isiDHn way,oDlgn Ild W?r-e epvirqnmental history and
ster, Harrief Ritvo,  Graeme ~ historical geography scholars
Wynn, I§1|n|d E?niger?/ul,y. p

6 th gream up any number of inno-

Vative, productive, and sustain-
From 28 Juned 2 July, the able ways to mobilize and dis-
ropean Soc'he forMEon\r/1ir?n: seminate the knowledge of our

mental His%ory is holding its first fielddbut wedr e

summer school, toEvent s, Di sas -

ters, Narratives, and Temporali-

ties in

in Paris, France, and NiCHE is we should be doing, or better

supporting Canadian participa- yet you want support to do

tion. things yourself, contact me
anytime.

~Looki

|iItPe Tnor

ir'19 an

0OBri

—=

gp,down,
,we are

I ;?ar'timp ion

nging STS

)
U)C
o

xe]
—*
]

Q:

into Environ-

uvel écrivain francais

faire, il vous tient informé sur of Quebec 20th century. His
tout ce qui se fait en histoire rgle with NiCHE will be to
environnementale (congres, pring forth French language
expositions, parutions de livres and Francophoneentric con-
et doarticles, tetréated to Cafddian@rfvi-

t1o8 6 MeS emb | gy H £y & Panferftad s Bt distdrie -

sdint ®r*ess e ¢algpeopraphy.

toire urbaine québécoise du 20e p ¢ dent in history at the Uni-

siecle. Son réle, pour le présent

site, est de ve

_versity of Montreal, Daniel be-

| chrheSnterested ih fafHstg ! T sation

du contenu francophone. Pour ce

history

Envi r on mdfiydu adve iddas fort ttongsy ,

wor

Hi st

meeting

about

6

A Summer of Schools and Work



VOLUME 2 NUMBER 3 PAGE 2

What | Learned In School Tode

A research snapshot of five Canadian New Scholars, presented in their ow

Foreword by Alan MacEachern

Lor d Y, Lordy, Look Whoos Fovironmgental 8wanertess thgtnitesaekssto fpgier io mtill

you, trust me. One moment SF&GE ghe environmentafgiohlams ithat it segks tofpibl r -
l ess youth, the next vyoudr 6zegstll gaupdany dhe nepq forsippagsiongd, majuidy ig) s |

dexperiencedo6. Youdve hit @eperthaneeemp| ary stage of 1ife.
far as | can tell, the trick is accepting the perks of middle

aged above all, the presumption of maturiywhile stiv- | - honour of Earth Dayds 40th
ing to retain the attributes of youth. Do not go gentle into  Young scholars working on some facet of nature and the

that mid-afternoon. Canadian past to talk about their research. What have you

found, and what do you want people to learn? Does envi-

This April 22, Earth Day turns forty. It has evolved from a rfonmental thinking inform your work? Why should Canadi-
rather peripheral, presumably oraff event to an annual ~ @ns concerned about the environment be looking backward

focal point for environmental consciousness, a fixed part @ Well as forward? Their answers speak to the interesting
of our calendar. And vet, in terms of that thoroughly @nd important nature of Canadian environmental research

modern metric, it registers far fewer Google hits than St. today.
Patrickds or Valentineds Day. Much more i mportantly, t h
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“* Living on the Edge
Merle Massie
|grew up on the edge, the fringe. That i sndt a politic

statement, nor does it reference a social commeénmy
Mom was a teacher, my Dad a farmer. It is a reference to a
place: the forest fringe, the edge ecotone between the prai-
ries and the northern provincial boreal forest, north of the
city of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.

It was a place where, as my Dad once said, you could
make hay one day and go blueberry picking the next, clean
the barn then drop the pitchfork and grab your fishing rod.
0Going to the | aked was as easy as going to visit a neig
and happened almost as frequently. At the transition zone
between farming and forest, living on the edge meant pull-
ing aspects from both into the local economy, society, and
culture.

My attachment to this edge place means that although |
am Saskatchewan born, | am not from the prairies. My
grandparents fled the prairie dust bowl and Depression in
1934, moving their animals, implements, and household
goods from Weyburn north to the forest fringe along with
an estimated 45,000 other people during what was known
as The Great Trek.

They abandoned the plains wheat monoculture to em-
brace a mixed farming lifestyle in a place where they had

hope, as well as trees, shej€ The gledt frék andithithr nilgfatiche showthat®& N 0

to romanticize that moved there were plenty of hardships  oa) monoculture was quickly abandoned in times of environ-
at the forest edged but the rejection of the prairie shaped — menta| or economic stress, when the edge environment of
the identity of my family and our community. Most Canadi- 4 forest fringe became a refuge.

ans fail to recognize Saskatchewan as anything but flat and Edge farms3 with their shorter growing seasons, frost

treeless, blue skies framing golden fields of wheat. Thathazards, and soil conditiorgrew less wheat, less success-
stereotype drives regional conceptualizations of Candda ¢y |ess often. However other crops, such as barley, oats,
the prairies are flat, the Maritimes are wet, the North is 504 aitaifa; thrived, as did most livestock. Farmers combined
cold. My work, which is a place history of the north Prince iyaq farming with occupational pluralism, particularly non
Albert area, suggests that historians must critically engages;rm economic activity from the forest (cordwood cutting,
w?th the idea of regionalism tp uncover and examine under- fishing, hunting, commercial freighting) as a way of life.
lying stereotypes or assumptions. _ Yet the wheat ideal remained, and farms that required off
One casualty of the power of regional stereotypes is the (o income were classified as marginal. Recently, powerful
concept of an ideal farm. A prairie wheat farm, specifically 5rquments from the forest sector demand the return of mar-
engaged in international market trade for profit has been ginal edge farmland to forest, citing carbon sequestration,
presented as the apex of the farm endeavor. As a result, fo oqt regeneration, renewable energy resources and green
few historians have understood or analyzed the critical cul- capital. This has led to a#evaluation of the edge, shifting the
tural and social differences between prairie wheat farms yo,| away from agriculture. Local tourism promotion as the
and mixed farms common to parkland/forest fringe environ- 4 | 2 kel andd r e gion further cem
But a concurrent growth in alternative bioenergy research
and ethanol production has made farmland an even more
critical part of our future. The debate seems to be: which do
we need more? Forests, or farmland? The Great Trek mi-
grants would say: some of both, please.

Merle Massie is a PhD candidate at the University of Saskatche
wan.
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